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September 20, 2010 
 
 
Alumni: 
 
The 2010-2011 school year has begun with a very successful opening!  I would like to 
introduce myself.  I am Tim Cannon, and I am starting my sixth year as Principal here at 
Conant High School. 
 
Homecoming 2010 will be held the week of October 11th through the 15th.  We hope you 
plan to attend the Homecoming Game against Hoffman Estates High School on Friday, 
October 15th.  The Sophomore game begins at 5:00pm followed by the Varsity game at 
7:30pm. 
 
The annual Alumni Reception Tent will be set up for all alumni to meet and greet old 
friends between the Sophomore and Varsity games.  If you know of any classmates 
who have not yet joined the Alumni Club, please encourage them to do so.  Alumni Club 
membership and involvement keeps you in touch with classmates and it also keeps you 
up-to-date on events occurring at your alma mater.  In addition, Conant Booster Club 
membership will also be available. 
 
We hope you will be able to attend Homecoming 2010! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Timothy W. Cannon 
Principal 
 
TWC/blb 
 

 

 



CONANT NEWS UPDATE - 2010 

¶ The 2010 ï 2011 enrollment is:  Freshmen   571 
   Sophomores  611 

        Juniors   637 
        Seniors   556 
                                        2375 Cougars  

¶ Last year we had an enrollment of 2470. 

¶ Donôt forget to use your LCAP volunteer experience on resumes and applications.   

¶ Please continue to let us know of any address changes and/or exciting news so 
that we may include that in next yearôs issue.  Suggestions and comments are 
always welcome. 

ñCONANT ALUMNI CLUBò 
Conant High School 
700 E. Cougar Trail 

Hoffman Estates, IL 60169 
(If you are married, please include maiden nameðladies only.) 

OR - email to jshoro@d211.org 

If you wish to join or continue to receive this newsletter after your initial two years 
are up, send $1.00 and your current name and address, and your year of 
graduation to the address above.  A lifetime ñCyberò membership is available for 
that same $1.00, if you send along your email address.  Subsequent notification of 
email address changes are needed to assure continued delivery.  Either method will 
guarantee you more fun-filled and socially acceptable issues. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ Class of 1970 held their reunion June 19th. 

¶ Class of 1980 will hold their reunion on Saturday, October 16th  at Millrose 
Restaurant in South Barrington with registration beginning at 6:30pm.  On Friday, 
October 15th, meet at the Alumni Tent for the 7:30 game, after game at the Fox and 
Hound in Schaumburg. 

¶ Class of 1985 will be having their reunion on Saturday, October 16th at 7:00pm at 
TopGolf Chicago in Wood Dale.  

¶ 1990 class reunion will also be held on Saturday, October 16th at 7:00pm at the 
DoubleTree Hotel Chicago in Arlington Heights. 

 
 

 Go to www.conantcougars.com to visit Conantôs web page 
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
The Administration Team at CHS welcomes 
Michael Plaza ô95 as a 10-month Assistant 
Principal and Eric Jacobsen ó86, as the new 
Dean of Students. 
 
The Music Departmentôs has a new Choral 
Director, Tim Koll.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Attention all CHS Alumni Musicians from 
band and (jazz band), choir, and orchestra!  
Please help us put the word out that we would 
like to honor all former CHS musicians that 
were selected for IMEA All-State!  We would 
like to get an 8x10 picture from you to frame 
and put up on a ñWall of Fameò in the new 
music area.  The Tri-M chapter at CHS will take 
care of the framing expenses.  Please get in 
touch with cesquivel@d211.org or 
tkoll@d211.org with either your contact 
information or the information of a friend that 
was an All-Stateréthank heaven for those 
ñsocial mediaò opportunities! 
 
CAP - Cougar Advisory Program 
is a program designed to help freshmen 
acclimate to the culture and community at 
Conant.  There are 25 teachers and 90 
student mentors (juniors & seniors) that 
work with the freshmen to ease their 
transition into high school.  The teachers 
and mentors meet daily with the freshmen.  
The guidance counselors also meet with 
the freshmen on a bi-weekly basis.  There 
are a variety of activities the CAP mentors 
do with the freshmen to get them involved 
in school, improve study and reading skills 
and promote school spirit.  CAP is a 
program that benefits both mentors and 
freshmen.  We are excited to see the  
 
 
 
 

enthusiasm and cooperation from all the 
students involved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mathematics Department announces the 
retirement of Dick Southworth.  Dick is now 
working with Pam Sullivan in a medical office. 
Rich Cortez and his wife welcome a new 
addition to their family, a son, Nathan.  He is 
welcomed home by his two older sisters. 
 
Family & Consumer Science welcomes a 
student teacher this semester from Eastern 
Illinois University, Katelyn Kordecki.  
Katelyn will be working with Jackie Brown 
and Fatima Candia.  The Family & 
Consumer Science department, along with 
the Business department, will again be 
running a bakery this year at CHS.  Cougar 
Perk will open second semester and serve 
Conant faculty and staff on Friday 
mornings.  The Cougar Kids Preschool is 
looking for new preschoolers (3-5 years 
old) for the spring semester.  Contact 
Fatima Candia for more information at  
847-755-3736. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ni hao!  The World Language 
Department is very excited to have 
Lichien Chan as a teacher for our new 
Chinese class.  In addition to French, 
German, and Spanish, students at CHS 
now have the opportunity to learn Chinese.  
The students in the class love learning 
such a different language and hope that the 
program grows. 
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Also, two clubs have been added for 
students that want to learn even more 
about the culture that they are studying.  
Mr. Snyder, Ms. Donehey, and Ms. 
Chriske-Hines are sponsoring the French 
club and Ms. Doan is leading the Spanish 
club.  Along with Ms. McIntyreôs German 
club, these clubs provide a way for 
students to have fun and make new friends, 
all while learning about different cultures. 
 
 
 
 
Applied Technology Department is in the 
third year of implementation of the 
nationally recognized Project Lead the Way 
(PLTW) engineering curriculum.  This year 
students are engaged in a course called 
Digital Electronics.  In this course kids get 
to work with Boolean simplification and 
National Instrumentôs Multi-Sim to proof 
and prototype TTYL logic circuits and 
Visual C language to control robotics and 
automations systems.  Eric LeBlanc, ó94ô 
spent two weeks at an intensive training 
session for the course at the University of 
Illinois Chicago.  Student are now able to 
earn up to 9 hours of college credit to 
prestigious universities such as Duke, Penn 
State, Purdue and the University of Iowa 
and many others by successfully 
completing courses within the PLTW 
program.  If you are or know of an alum  
who is interested in being involved as a 
guest speaker to our students please 
contact the Applied Technology office at 
847-755-3701 or email 
eleblanc@d211.org  
 
 Realize your dreamébecome an 
engineer! 
 
Certified Nurseôs Assistant Program 
Beginning this year, CHS and District 211 
are offering a Certified Nurseôs Assistant 
(CNA) Program. This program is designed 
to allow students to graduate from Conant 
or any of the other District 211 schools as a  
 
 

CNA. Participants who have successfully 
completed the program can then to take a  
certification test. After successfully 
completing the test, these students can 
begin working in health care facilities as a 
CNA. Many of the students in this program 
plan to work as a CNA in college while 
pursuing other careers in health care. 
The CNA program consists of 3 courses 
over their Junior and Senior years. As 
Juniors, they take Introduction to Health 
Occupations and Medical Terminology. 
This course is currently being taught by Mr. 
Shoro and Mr. Stevenson and offers the 
possibility of dual credit with Harper 
College. During their Senior year they will 
take Anatomy and Physiology and Nursing 
Assistant. Anatomy and Physiology will 
also be taught by Mr. Shoro and will be 
open to any Cougar even if they are not 
enrolled in the CNA program. The Nursing 
Assistant course will likely be taught at 
Hoffman Estates High School were 
students from Hoffman, Schaumburg and 
Conant will take the course together.  
 
CLUBS/ATHLETICS 
Welcome back from the Cultural 
Awareness Club! Current sponsor is 
Ophelia Hernandez.  The club is going to 
organize many new exciting events and 
displays this school year, so please stop in 
and visit us anytime.  We will continue to 
hold one of our most popular events, the 
International Fair.  Please mark your 
calendars for Friday, May 6th at 7:30 p.m. 
for this fun filled event.  
 
The Science Department reports that 
Tracy (Schader) Thornley, ô96 and Brian 
Thornley welcomed their new daughter, 
Lillian Jo on July 20th. 
 
The Junior Class Council sponsors for 
the 2010-11 school year are Josie Garcia 
and Jodie Friedman.  Our 2011 Prom will 
be held at the Hyatt Regency OôHare on 
Friday, June 3rd   We are excited to 
continue the tradition of hosting our prom  
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there.  We will again host our fourth annual 
Dancing with the Cougar Stars in February 
and many more fun and exciting events 
throughout the school year.   
Donôt forget to stop by our football 
concession stand and help support our 
prom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charrelles are off to an exciting year. We 
have a new JV coach, Kellie Barnes. 
The Charrelles had a great year placing 3rd  
at State.  They look forward to a fun and 
successful year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Varsity Cheerleading Coach, Dana  
Musinski (Naumann), ô03, is proud to 
announce the 2009-2010 Conant Varsity 
Cheerleaders were named the MSL 
Champions, IHSA Sectional Champions, 
and IHSA State Champions in the Large 
Varsity division.  The 25 athletes broke 
school records and IHSA records for the 
highest points given to any team in any 
division during the IHSA Competitive 
Cheerleading State Finals. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Girlsô Gymnastics 
We would like to invite you to our 1st home 
meet of the season on Wednesday, 
December 1st (against Prospect) at 6:30 
pm., which is also our Alumni Reunion 
Meet.  Please come out and show your 
support.  We are trying to get as many 
alumni gymnasts and coaches to attend.  
We have a young team and are looking 
forward to an exciting season.  Coach 
Cunningham ï Head Coach (4th year) ï 
expecting her first child this January (2011), 
Coach Sagerer ï Freshmen Coach  
(4th year),  Coach Opsal ï JV Coach (2nd 
year) will be there.  Come say hello and 
cheer on your fellow Cougars!! 
 
 
 
 
 
DODGE, DUCK, DIP, DIVE, DODGE 
The Sophmore Class Council will 
continue to host the annual Dodgeball 
competition.  Last year we had over 200 
students participate in the dodgeball 
competition as well as an administrative 
team that competed. The profits will 
continue to go to junior prom! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Crier has many changes.  Melissa 
Gatter, our returning editor-in-chief, is 
joined by Sam Caravette, our managing 
editor-in-chief.  We are also pleased to 
welcome the following editors to this yearôs 
staff: 
Sports Editors: Tyler Schneider & Donny 
Pawlik 
News Editors:  Kate Nagorski & Kristen 
Prieto 
Entertainment Editors: Jake Bart & Kevin 
Modelski 
Asst: Deana Becker 
Features Editor: Jessica Davis 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Illinois State Champions! 

 



Asst: Christine Lee 
Open Forum Editor: Megan Froehlich 
Opinions Editor: Kritika Kulkarni 
Asst: Kristen Anders 
Faces Editors: Kaja Switalska 
Asst: Maya Abujaffar 
Activities Editors: Emily Ellinger 
Asst.: Alexis Renk 
Photography Editors:  Ann Singer & 
Chelsea Choi 
Graphics Pool: Chelsea Choi, Lois 
Sarmiento, Christine Lee & Emily Wilson  
Sponsors:  David Gwizdala & Zak Zerby 
 
Conant Cougar Volleyball Alumni  
Wednesday, September 8, was Senior Night 
and the Cougars hosted Lake Park in a non-
conference match.  It was a celebration of 
leadership and camaraderie. 
All volleyball alumni are invited to come out 
and see the 2010 Cougars and join us 
following a match for some reconnecting and 
reminiscing.  Our schedule can be found at 
Athletics2000.com 
 
Conant Girlsô 2009 Volleyball Staff 
Peggy Scholten ï Head Coach (34th season)  
Janet Kasinger ïô90 ï Junior Varsity 
Steve Peter-ó95 ï Junior Varsity 
Tom Hund ï Sophomore 
Steve Peter-ó95 ï Freshmen 
Andee Hebda- ó71 ï Freshmen 
 
Conant Boysô Volleyball News 
Conant grad, Steve Peter (ô95) took over 
as the head coach this past spring for the 
2009 season and will again be at the helm 
of the boysô program. 
Conant Boysô 2010 Volleyball Staff 
Steve Peter-ô95 ï Varsity 
Janet Kasinger-ô90 ï Junior Varsity 
Tom Hund ï Freshmen 
 
 
 
 
The Art Department is going strong and 
still offering a large variety of art classes 
including the newer AP 3D and AP 2D 
programs of study.  CHS Alumni Linda 
Patino- Goergen (ô76) Jamie Aulisa-
Peterson (ô99) Justin Bickus (ô02) Erin 

Garrity-Duffy (PHS ô00) are together  
teaching our future artists and enjoying 
every minute of it.  Jamie Peterson is 
expecting twin baby boys due in December.  
We will be pulling CHS art teacher Judith 
Hanlon from retirement to fill in while Jamie 
is out nurturing her newest creations.  Last 
Fall the Conant Art Department hosted the 
first Township District 211 Art College and 
Career Expo.  Art students from five  
schools participated and several alumni 
who encouraged our young artists by telling 
their stories and sharing their professional 
art portfolios at the Meet the Experts table. 
We will host another such event next year, 
in the Fall, so we are asking now for any 
interested alumni to contact us before the 
end of the school year so we can get you 
up front and center at the table of experts 
at the 2011Expo!!  We hope to have 
another Alumni Art show this year in the 
Spring so anyone who is interested in 
participating please contact Linda Goergen 
lgoergen@d211.org 
 

ñItôs SMART to take Art!ò 
 
 
 

 
 
Conant Drama is proud to announce its 
upcoming fall play, The Crucible, by Arthur 
Miller.  The play revolves around the Salem 
Witch Trials.  Most of you will remember 
reading the play back when you were 
juniors.  The show goes up the weekend of 
October 22nd and 23rd.  The leads in the 
play are as follows:  John Proctor-Frankie 
Rose, Abigail-Megan Ellinger, Reverand 
Danforth-Ethan Robisch, Elizabeth-Mae 
Catic, Mary-Amanda Lowery, Reverand 
Parris-Michael Pirovano, Reverand Hale-
Nick Wenzel, and Tituba-Natasha White. 
There are twenty-one students in the cast 
with forty or more students working on the 
crews.  The set design by Mrs. Erin Garrity-
Duffey is not a typical box set.  There are 
platforms, ramps, and no solid walls.  
Come and support Conant Drama!  Tickets 
are $6.00 for students (that includes 
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college students) and $7.00 for adults.  The 
curtain goes up at 7:30 P.M.  Contact Mrs. 
Goughnour at mgoughnour@d211.org  if 
you wish to reserve tickets or if you have 
any questions. 
Improv will start up in November.  Mrs. 
Goughnour is interested in any alums who  
would like to perform during our April show.  
She is interested in perhaps having an 
Improv Olympic style show where the 
audience would vote on the top improvers 
from both teams.  Please contact her if you 
are interested. 
Office or via email at  
mgoughnour@d211.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Boys Swimming and Diving Team 
finished a phenomenal season! They 
finished with a perfect 10-0 dual meet  
record (Yes, they did beat perennial 
powerhouses Fremd and Barrington)!  They 
also ended up winning the West Division 
Title!! (Come see it displayed proudly in the 
trophy case).  
The Frosh/Soph. team finished 2nd at their 
Conference meet and the Junior Varsity 
team finished 3rd in their Conference meet. 
The Varsity team took 2nd in the 
Conference meet and 4th at the Stevenson 
Sectional meet and had four state 
qualifiers.  Ryan Chiero was Sectional 
Champion in the 50 and 100 Freestyle and 
qualified for the state meet with a 21.55 
and 47.37 respectively (setting a new 
Varsity school record in the 100 Freestyle, 
formerly held by Carl Kopecky)!!  He also 
joined Will Landgren, Chad Woytus, and 
Palmer Lynch on the state qualifying 200 
Free Relay team.  Coach Drenth was voted 
Sectional Coach of the Year by the 
coaches as well! 

A great group of athletes returns this 
season and will attempt to duplicate their 
success!  Come by and cheer them on. 
This past December, twenty former Conant 
swimmers and divers attended the 7th 
Annual Alumni meet held on December 
19th.  Swim Team Alumni from as far back 
as 1996 attended representing 14 years of 
Swim Team athletes.   
The Alumni had a great showing and ñwonò 
a close meet against a strong Varsity 
squad.  Coach Drenth invites all Swim 
Team alumni back for the 8th Annual 
Alumni meet to be held on Saturday, 
December 18th at 10:00.  See you there!  
Keep updated on all Swim Team activities 
on Coach Drenthôs website 
http://www.chs.d211.org/foreignlanguage/dr
enthbe/Swimming.htm 
 

Have you seen me?  We are in search of 
the following swimmers to complete the 
Cougar Wall of Fame. We need a 
swimming picture from their Senior year.  If 
you are them or know where to contact 
them, please email Coach at: 
bdrenth@d211.org 
  

Chris Marr    John Mackow 

Shunsuke Okubo  Tim Sheely 

Richard Feineis  Andy Sheely 

Daisuke Sato   Paul Jakala 

Josh Popowski  Michael Nora 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mgoughnour@d211.org
mailto:mgoughnour@d211.org
http://www.chs.d211.org/foreignlanguage/drenthbe/Swimming.htm
http://www.chs.d211.org/foreignlanguage/drenthbe/Swimming.htm
mailto:bdrenth@d211.org


HOMECOMING ï 2010 
October 12-16 

 Student Council is ratcheting up it activity to make this yearôs Homecoming a 
memorable one for all Cougars.  Throughout Homecoming week, students and staff will show 
their school spirit and loyalty by dressing according to each dayôs spirit theme.  Student 
Council is working very hard to coordinate a great week for all with the hope that all Cougars 
will join in the festivities of Homecoming 2010. 

The theme for this yearôs Homecoming is ñSweet Home Chicagoò.  Beginning on 
Monday, October 4th, students may purchase Homecoming t-shirts in their class colors that 
will be worn on Thursday, October 14th, which will be class color day.  Shirts will be sold in 
the cafeteria for five dollars during all lunch hours.   
 On Tuesday, October 12th, the 2010 Homecoming King & Queen and their court will be 
crowned during Conantôs Homecoming Coronation Assembly, which will feature some of 
Conantôs most talented musicians.  Then, on Friday, October 15th, students will enter the 
building decorated in the ñSweet Home Chicagoò theme throughout with decorations creatively 
and artistically done by all our clubs and activities at Conant.  The newly crowned King and 
Queen will then host the Pep Assembly on Friday, October 15th where exciting, high energy 
performances by our cheerleaders, Charelles, and Orchesis will help prepare our Cougars to 
take down the Hoffman Estates Hawks that evening.  The football games will begin with the 
sophomore game at 5:00 pm, followed by the 2nd annual Golf Cart parade introducing our 
Homecoming King, Queen and their court, leading up to the varsity football game kick-off at 
7:30. 
 Homecoming festivities will conclude with the Homecoming Dance, ñSweet Home 
Chicagoò held in the gym on Saturday, October 16th from 7:30 to 10:30 pm.  Dance tickets 
will be on sale beginning Tuesday, October 12th through Friday, October 15th, during all lunch 
periods.  Student Council is excited to make this a memorable homecoming for all Cougars.  
We canôt wait to have you join us for Homecoming 2010. 
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